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Press release 

Brussels, 15 February 2017  

 
 

CER General Assembly: Crister Fritzson 

appointed CER Acting Chairman 
Today, the Community of European Railway and Infrastructure Companies 

(CER) held their regular Management Committee and General Assembly in 

Brussels. Among the bodies’ main decisions was the appointment of Crister 

Fritzson as the association’s Acting Chairman. 

Chaired by CER Vice-Chairman Guillaume Pepy (President of SNCF), the CER 

Management Committee appointed Crister Fritzson (Chairman of the Swedish 

Association of Train Operators, ASTOC, and CEO & President of SJ) as CER Acting 

Chairman with immediate effect. This position became vacant on 30 January following 

the resignation of former CER Chairman Rüdiger Grube as CEO of Deutsche Bahn. 

The General Assembly subsequently endorsed Mr Fritzson’s mandate until September 

2017. On 25 September, the CER General Assembly will elect the Management 

Committee (including Chairman and Vice-Chairs) for the term 2018-2019. 

Additional changes included the election of ÖBB CEO Andreas Matthä as member of the 

CER Management Committee. The association also welcomed two new partners: Israel 

Railways and Rail Baltica Rail AS. 

Four CER member companies – Deutsche Bahn (Germany), HZ Infrastruktura (Croatia), 

Trainose (Greece), and ŽS Infrastructure (Serbia) – signed the “European Solidarity 

Charter” in the presence of European Commission DG MOVE Director-General Henrik 

Hololei. The “European Charter for the development of social and societal 

initiatives in train stations” is an initiative of the European railway sector based on 

rail companies’ commitment to the objective of fighting social exclusion enshrined in the 

EU Treaties. Current signatories are: ČD (Czech Republic), CFL (Luxembourg), CFR SA 

(Romania), DSB (Denmark), FSI (Italy), Jernhusen (Sweden), NRIC (Bulgaria), NSB 

(Norway), PKP (Poland), SNCB (Belgium), SNCF (France) and SŽ (Slovenia).  
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About CER 

The Community of European Railway and Infrastructure 
Companies (CER) brings together more than 70 railway 
undertakings, their national associations as well as 
infrastructure managers and vehicle leasing companies. 
The membership is made up of long-established bodies, 
new entrants and both private and public enterprises, 
representing 73% of the rail network length, 80% of the 
rail freight business and about 96% of rail passenger 
operations in EU, EFTA and EU accession countries. CER 
represents the interests of its members towards EU policy 
makers and transport stakeholders, advocating rail as the 
backbone of a competitive and sustainable transport 
system in Europe. For more information, visit www.cer.be 

or follow us via Twitter at @CER_railways. 
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