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The Voice of European Railways

Faster, further, greener, stronger with a European High-Speed Rail Network

An EU Survey* shows that a large 
majority of European citizens would like 
to travel faster and more easily between 
European countries. 

To better connect its people and 
businesses without compromising on 
climate or growth ambitions, Europe 
needs a sustainable mobility option: 
high-speed rail.

3 in 4 citizens 
would turn to rail if more  

high-speed rail connections were 
available to them.

Travelling in Europe

The high-speed rail (HSR) system has established 
itself as a successful model of passenger transport 
that is ready for large-scale deployment in Europe.

A High-Speed Rail Network for Europe

*EU survey ’Perception of High-Speed Rail in Europe’ conducted by Polling Europe 
between 16 and 25 May 2025, on a representative sample of 5,107 adults aged 
18 and over across the 27 EU Member States.
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Vision 2050: European metropolitan network

 �Fast connections in 2019 > 190 km/h (commercial speed)  �Fast connections in 2019 ≤ 190 km/h (commercial speed)
 �New HSR lines to be ready between 2020 and 2030 (design speed as planned, 250 km/h if unknown)  Metropolitan Network (design speed 300 km/h)

The aim of a European HSR network is to connect 
all EU capitals and major metropolitan areas over 
250,000 inhabitants via dedicated high-speed 
corridors interconnecting strategic urban nodes 
and integrating them with regional rail and other 
transport modes.

Current HSR network (existing and planned) until 2030                  

 ~15,200 km today ~49,400 km
>50% long-distance passengers
�€546 billion investment
�€750 billion value added
5bn tonnes CO2 saved

** Maps source: Metropolitan Network: A strong European railway for an ever closer union, 2023.
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CER Recommendations

�Build and Fund a European HSR Masterplan 

• �Scale up: Adopt an EU-wide masterplan for a Network extended from around 
15,200 km today to 49,400 km across Europe 

• �Real high-speed: New lines should have speeds from 250km/h up to 350km/h 
and upgraded lines allowing at least 200 km/h

• �Investment stability: Ensure long-term public funding and facilitate private 
capital flows (e.g. green bonds, PPPs, RAB) to meet estimated development cost 
of €546 billion over 30 years (~€20bn/year)

Create a Fair Market for Rail

• Energy: Reform energy taxation and end fossil fuel subsidies
• �Carbon credits: Reinvest ETS revenues into rail infrastructure, rolling stock and 

services
• �Resources: Adopt an equitable approach to access charges and State aid

Enable Seamless Cross-Border Travel

• �Operations: Remove technical and regulatory barriers, accelerate deployment of 
the European Rail Traffic Management System (ERTMS)

• Traffic planning: Harmonise train path planning and authorisation
• �Ticketing: Integrate the Open Sales and Distribution Model (OSDM) into EU 

interoperability standards
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HSR Network Benefits

�Convenience
With easy, wait-free boarding,
comfortable on board facilities
and direct city centre
access, HSR offers
convenient, time-efficient
travel for long distances (e.g. 
Rome-Vienna 1121 km would 
take only 5h36).

�Competitiveness

As endorsed by Mario 
Draghi and Enrico Letta, 
a HSR Network can 
significantly enhance the EU’s 
competitiveness, connecting 
EU citizens and business, 
stimulating regional economic 
growth. The potential net 
positive benefit to society is 
in the range of €750 billion.

Climate

A HSR Network can attract 
over 50% of long-distance 
travel by 2070 and trigger 
rail passenger growth on 
shorter distances. This shift 
to clean, energy-efficient 
rail can cut emissions in the 
EU by up to 10%, save on 
imported energy and reduce 
the environmental cost of 
congestion.


